
QUR’ĀNIC

SCIENCES



The Qur’ān: 
Revelation, 
Preservation & 
Qirā’āt



Why Study the Qur'ān



Definition of the Qur'ān

 Speech of Allāh

 Revealed to Muḥammad صᣢ الله علᘭه وسلم

 Transmitted by tawātur

 Written in the muṣḥaf

 Act of worship to recite

 From al-Fātiḥah to al-Nās



Challenge of the Qur'ān

 لِهِ 
ْ
ث ن مِّ وا ᚽِسُورَةٍ مِّ

ُ
ت
᠔
أ
َ
ف

 Linguistic and rhetorical inimitability

 Challenge reduced to one sūrah



Holding Firm to Qur'ān & 
Sunnah

“I have left among you that by 
which you will never go astray 
after me, if you hold firmly to it: 
the Book of Allāh.”



Revelation: 2 stages

 Preserved in al-Lawḥ al-Maḥfūẓ

 جᘭِدٌ  رْآنٌ مَّ
ُ
وظٍ * ᗷَلْ هُوَ ق

ُ
حْف ᖔْح᠏ مَّ

᠐
ᢝ ل ِ

ᡧᣚ
“Rather, it is a glorious Qur'ān, in a Preserved Tablet.”

 Sent down in one night in entirety to lowest heaven in material 
world, specifically to the Bayt al-‘Izzah

  ᠒قَدْر
᠔
ةِ ال

᠐
ᘭْل

᠐
ᢝ ل ِ

ᡧᣚ ُنَاه
᠔
نزَل

᠐
ا أ

َّ
إِن

“Indeed, We sent it down on the Night of Decree.”

 ةٍ 
᠐
ᜧَارᘘَ ةٍ مُّ

᠐
ᘭْل

᠐
ᢝ ل ِ

ᡧᣚ ُنَاه
᠔
نزَل

᠐
ا أ

َّ
إِن

“Indeed, We sent it down on a blessed night.”

 Then revealed gradually over 23 years

  
᠔
ل زَّ

َ
ثٍ وَن

᠔
᜻ُم ٰ ᠐

ᣢَع ᠒اس  النَّ
᠐

ᣢَهُ ع
᠐
نَاهُ لِتَقْرَأ

ْ
رَق

َ
ا ف

᠍
رْآن

ُ
 وَق

ً
ᢾᗫ ᠒ ᡧ

ᡧᣂ
َ
نَاهُ ت

“And a Qur'ān which We divided so that you may recite it to the people 
over time, and We sent it down gradually.”

  وَاحِ 
ً
ة

᠐
قُرْآنُ جُمْل

᠔
ᘭْهِ ال

᠐
لَ عَل زِّ

ُ
 ن

َ
ᢺْو

᠐
رُوا ل

َ
ف

᠐
ذِينَ ك

ᡐ
الَ ال

َ
ؤَادَكَ وَق

ُ
تَ ᗷِهِ ف ِّᘘ

َ
᙭ُلِكَ لِن ٰ ذَ

᠐
 ۚ ك

ً
دَة

“Those who disbelieve say: Why was the Qur'ān not sent down to him 
all at once? Thus We revealed it in stages so that We may strengthen 
your heart.”





Preservation in the
Prophetic Era
 The companions wrote the Qur'ān on available materials:

 palm stalks, stones, bones, leather, wooden boards

 Many of the Sahabah memorised the Qur'ān

 Arrangement of the Qur'ān
 The order of verses within each surah was divinely directed and fixed 

by the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم

 State of the Qur'ān at the Messenger’s Death
 The entire Qur'ān was written during his lifetime

 It was not yet compiled into one bound muṣḥaf

 There was no pressing need during his lifetime

 Revelation was still ongoing and could abrogate earlier verses

 The Qur'ān was revealed gradually

 The Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم was present to clarify and correct



Compilation under Abū Bakr 
 ᢝ

ᡧᣔعنهاللهر : 12 AH
 Death of the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم

 Revelation ceased permanently

 Battle of Yamāmah

 Many Qur'ān reciters were martyred

 ʿUmar ᢝ الله عنه
ᡧᣔر feared that further losses could lead to parts of the Qur'ān 

being lost, urged Abū Bakr الله عنه ᢝ
ᡧᣔر to collect formally

 Led by Zayd ibn Thābit ᢝ الله عنه 
ᡧᣔر

 Ḥāfiẓ and one of the official scribes of revelation

 Strict verification process

 Collected written materials from parchments, bones, palm stalks and wood

 Cross-checked them with memorisation

 Worked under supervision of senior companions

 Kept with Abū Bakr, then ʿUmar, then Hafṣah ᢝ الله عنهم
ᡧᣔر 



Standardisation under 
ʿUthmān  ᢝ

ᡧᣔعنهاللهر : 25 AH
 During the caliphate of ʿUthmān ᢝ الله عنه

ᡧᣔر:

 Islamic conquests expanded widely

 Each region learned according to the companion who taught them

 The Qur'ān was still being recited according to different aḥruf

 Incident of Armenia and Azerbaijan

 Ḥudhayfah ᢝ الله عنه
ᡧᣔر witnessed serious disputes over recitation

 “ ᜻ِتَابِ ا
᠔
ᢝ ال ِ

ᡧᣚ وا
ُ
نْ ᘌَخْتَلِف

᠐
ᘘْلَ أ

َ
 ق

َ
ة مَّ

ُ
كْ هَذِهِ الأ ᠒دْر

᠐
ᡧَ أ ᢕᣌِمُؤْمِن

᠔
َ ال ᢕᣂِم

᠐
صَارَىᘌَا أ يَهُودِ وَالنَّ

᠔
خْتᢿَِفَ ال ” [al-Bukhārī]

 Standardisation: methodology

 After consultation with the Companions, ʿUthmān formed a committee led by Zayd ibn 
Thābit to produce standardised muṣḥafs based on the compilation of Abū Bakr الله عنهم ᢝ

ᡧᣔر

 They copied and verified the text carefully, writing in the dialect of Quraysh where needed

 Official copies were sent to major regions, other copies were removed

 One master copy remained in Madīnah known as (al-)Muṣḥaf al-Imām



Difference Between the Two 
Collections
 Under Abū Bakr الله عنه ᢝ

ᡧᣔر

 Fear of loss after deaths of reciters at Yamāmah

 Gathering scattered written materials into one master manuscript

 Aim: Preservation

 Under ʿUthmān ᢝ الله عنه  
ᡧᣔر

 Preventing division due to differing recitations

 Standardised copying of Abū Bakr’s compilation

 Aim: Unity and protection from dispute



Al-Rasm al-ʿUthmānī

 Method of writing the words and letters of the Qur’ān as approved 
by ʿUthmān ibn ʿAffān ᢝ الله عنه

ᡧᣔر and the Companions in the 
muṣḥafs that were sent to the regions

 Majority view: tawqīfī/binding as opposed to ijtihādī/convention

 Accommodates multiple authentic readings within one written form

 Preserves oral and written tradition

 Reflects precision of the Companions in transmitting revelation



Conditions for Accepted 
Recitation

 Conformity to Arabic grammar

  ٰٓ َّ ᡨᣛ
᠐
تَل

َ
هِۦمِن  ءَادَمُ  ف ِّᗖ لِمᅮَٰتٖ  رَّ

᠐
᛿

 Conformity to ʿUthmānic script

 ين᠒  يَوۡمِ  مᅮَٰلِكِ  ٱلدِّ

  
᠔
وا

᠑
 وَجَعَل

َ
ة

᠐
ئِك ٓᅮٰ

َ
مَل

ᠬ
ذِينَ  ٱل

ᡐ
حۡمᅮَٰن᠒  عᅮٰᘘَِدُ  هُمۡ  ٱل   ٱلرَّ

᠍
ᅮٰث

َ
 إِن

ۚ
ا

 Authentic chain of transmission

 reading must have a sound chain of reliable narrators, transmitted 
from qualified reciters back to the Messenger ه وسلمᘭالله عل ᣢص



Seven Aḥruf

 رَ 
ْ
اق

َ
حْرُفٍ ف

᠐
ٰ سᘘَْعَةِ أ ᠐

ᣢَلَ ع ᠒ز
ْ
ن
᠑
رْآنَ أ قُ

᠔
ا ال

َ
َ مِنْهُ إِنَّ هᅮَٰذ َّᣄᛳَ

َ
ءُوا مَا ت [al-Bukhārī]

 Ease and concession for the Ummah

 What are the 7 Aḥruf?

 Seven dialects from the eloquent Arab tribes, accommodating 
differences in speech

 Stronger view: seven categories of variation…



Categories of Variation
 Nouns - singular, dual, plural or gender variation:

 مسكينطعام كينامسطعام /

 ولا يقبل منها شفاعة ولا تقبل منها شفاعة /

 Verbs - past, present or imperative:

 ل ربي يعلم القولاق and قل ربي يعلم القول

 Iʿrāb - Changes in case endings or syntactic construction:

 ذوُ الْعرَْشِ الْمَجِيدِ  الْمَجِيدُ  / ذوُ الْعرَْشِ 

 Addition/Omission - of a letter or particle:

 سارعوا إلى مغفرةو سارعوا إلى مغفرة /

 Variation in Word Order - advancing or delaying words:

 تلوا وقتلوااوق تلوااوقتلوا وق /

 Substitution - one letter replacing another:

 بضنين بظنين /

 Dialectal - differences in pronunciation reflecting Arab dialects:

 الضحىو الصلوة ,أأنذرتهم ,



Seven Recitations

 ʿUthmān رضي الله عنه sent official muṣḥafs to the major regions

 He sent with each one a qualified companion/reciter who taught 
according to that copy

 By the fourth century, variation and weak transmission increased

 To prevent confusion, scholars restricted public teaching to well-
established, trustworthy imams

 Abū Bakr ibn Mujāhid authored Kitāb al-Sabʿah

 selected seven leading reciters, one or more from each major region, 
known for reliability and mastery

 Ibn al-Jazarī examined the transmissions and identified three 
additional recitations that met the three pillars

 Most widespread:

 ʿĀṣim, especially via Ḥafṣ, across much of the Muslim world

 Nāfiʿ, especially via Warsh, in North and West Africa

 Abū ʿAmr in parts of Sudan, Somalia and West Africa





Divine Guarantee of 
Preservation
 لحافظونلهوលناالذكرنزلنانحنإنا

“Indeed, We have sent down the Reminder, and indeed We will preserve 
it.” [ 9: الحجر ]

 Continuous tawātur
 Today, every qualified reciter holds an isnād tracing back to the 

Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم

 Science of Qirāʾāt
 Authentic recitations were preserved through strict scholarly criteria

 Only readings with sound chains, agreement with Arabic and 
conformity to the ʿUthmānic script accepted

 Weak or irregular readings excluded

 Early manuscripts preserved across centuries
 Early manuscripts from the first Islamic century still exist





Conclusion

 The Qur’ān is the revealed speech of Allāh, sent down 
gradually to the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم through Jibrīl علᘭه السلام

 Preserved through memorisation, writing and meticulous 
verification during the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم lifetime

 Formally compiled under Abū Bakr الله عنه ᢝ
ᡧᣔر

 Standardised under ʿUthmān ᢝ الله عنه
ᡧᣔر

 The ʿUthmānic script and the science of Qirāʾāt ensured 
authenticity across generations

 Through continuous tawātur and scholarly transmission, the 
Qur’ān remains today exactly as it was revealed 


