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The Qur'an:
Revelation,
Preservation &
Qira’at




Why Study the Qur'an
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Definition of the Qur'an
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Speech of Allah
Revealed to Muhammad elwg 4de ! o

Transmitted by tawatur
Written in the mushaf

Act of worship to recite
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From al-Fatihah to al-Nas




Challenge of the Qur'an
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» Linguistic and rhetorical inimitability

» Challenge reduced to one surah




Holding Firm to Qur'an &

Sunnah
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“I have left among you that by
which you will never go astray
after me, if you hold firmly to it:
the Book of Allah.”



Revelation: 2 stages

» Preserved in al-Lawh al-Mahfuz

> bjwzyé*wmg‘}s}mda
“Rather, it is a glorious Qur'an, in a Preserved Tablet.”

» Sent down in one night in entirety to lowest heaven in material
world, specifically to the Bayt al-‘Izzah
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“Indeed, We sent it down on the Night of Decree.”
> 45)&2 d.LJ Lg OLJJJ‘ b\

“Indeed, We sent it down on a blessed night.”

» Then revealed gradually over 23 years

b Sl 555 & e el Je 8158 Sbs5 G353
“And a Qur'an which We divided so that you may recite it to the people
over time, and We sent it down gradually.”
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“Those who disbelieve say: Why was the Qur'an not sent down to him

all at once? Thus We revealed it in stages so that We may strengthen
your heart.”
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Beginning of revelation. Hadith of ‘A’ishah lgic | ey in Sahih al-Bukhari: “The first of

désLall bB)Jl True Dreams revelation was true dreams... he would not see a dream except that it came true like
the break of dawn.”
G s Inspiration Cast | Hadith: lglsl JuSaus i e o Luds O 2oy LI Cads Goaill ) o]
&9 U'g ~ into the Heart Reported by al-Tabarani and others
- The Angel HadTtth of Jibril in Sahth Muslim, where he appeared as a man dressed in white and
Ao ol Jiod - P -
- questioned the Messenger £ in front of the companions

Appearing as a Man

Revelation Like
the Ringing of a

Hadith in Sahth al-Bukhari: “Sometimes it comes to me like the ringing of a bell, and
that is the hardest upon me.” Also reports of sweating in cold weather and heaviness

Bell on his riding animal
G . )
Lo cllall dyg) Seeing the Angel | aiiell 8)sw sis sys] @ o, ailg
43) in His True Form | Also established in authentic narrations that he saw Jibril twice in his original form
) @9.9 u->9-” Revelation Above | Event of al-Isrd’ wa al-Mi‘raj. Obligation of salah given directly. Established in
ngl the Seven Heavens | mutawatir hadith reports
Direct Speech
N & " Established in the Mi'raj narrations where Allah spoke directly to the Messenger &5
dlawlg 3y alll o35 from Allah Also implied in Gl sl oo of Lz 31 dll 4l o sind OIS Lo

Without an Angel




Preservation in the
Prophetic Era

» The companions wrote the Qur'an on available materials:
» palm stalks, stones, bones, leather, wooden boards
» Many of the Sahabah memorised the Qur'an

» Arrangement of the Qur'an

» The order of verses within each surah was divinely directed and fixed
by the Messenger £

» State of the Qur'an at the Messenger’s Death
» The entire Qur'an was written during his lifetime
It was not yet compiled into one bound mushaf
There was no pressing need during his lifetime
Revelation was still ongoing and could abrogate earlier verses

The Qur'an was revealed gradually
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The Messenger % was present to clarify and correct



Compilation under Abu Bakr
e il ooy 12 AH
» Death of the Messenger &3

» Revelation ceased permanently

» Battle of Yamamah

» Many Qur'an reciters were martyred

» ‘Umar e 4l w2, feared that further losses could lead to parts of the Qur'an
being lost, urged Abl Bakr «ic 4lll 52, to collect formally

> Led by Zayd ibn Thabit 4is <ll 2,
» Hafiz and one of the official scribes of revelation
» Strict verification process
» Collected written materials from parchments, bones, palm stalks and wood
» Cross-checked them with memorisation
» Worked under supervision of senior companions

» Kept with Abi Bakr, then ‘Umar, then Hafsah egic <l Lsp)



Standardisation under
‘Uthman wc 4l o2): 25 AH

» During the caliphate of ‘Uthman 4ic 4l s2):

>
>
>

» Incident of Armenia and Azerbaijan

>
>

» Standardisation: methodology

>

Islamic conquests expanded widely
Each region learned according to the companion who taught them

The Qur'an was still being recited according to different ahruf

Hudhayfah 4 ! 2 Witnessed serious disputes over recitation
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After consultation with the Companions, ‘Uthman formed a committee led by Zayd ibr ‘
Thabit to produce standardised mushafs based on the compilation of Abl Bakr eg:

They copied and verified the text carefully, writing in the dialect of Qurays,h-»v&here
Official copies were sent to major regions, other copies were remoy,,_e-d"{

One master copy remained in Madinah known as (aI-)Mushqf‘,a'lirlﬁrném



Difference Between the Two
Collections

» Under Aba Bakr 4 4l $2)

» Fear of loss after deaths of reciters at Yamamah

» Gathering scattered written materials into one master manuscript
» Aim: Preservation

» Under ‘Uthman 4 40 52)
» Preventing division due to differing recitations
» Standardised copying of Abu Bakr’s compilation

» Aim: Unity and protection from dispute



Al-Rasm al- Uthmani
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Method of writing the words and letters of the Qur’an as approved
by ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan 4< 4l 42, and the Companions in the
mushafs that were sent to the regions

Majority view: tawgqifi/binding as opposed to jjtihadi/convention
Accommodates multiple authentic readings within one written form
Preserves oral and written tradition

Reflects precision of the Companions in transmitting revelation



Conditions for Accepted
Recitation

» Conformity to Arabic grammar
PGB < s p3IE (RIS

» Conformity to ‘Uthmanic script
b B sl ds b ool AT ylass

» Authentic chain of transmission

» reading must have a sound chain of reliable narrators, transmitted
from qualified reciters back to the Messenger plwy 4de <l Ao



Seven Ahruf

b Ao 758 G 19258 33T dasa e g OB 1As ) [al-Bukhar]
» Ease and concession for the Ummah

What are the 7 Ahruf?

» Seven dialects from the eloquent Arab tribes, accommodating
differences in speech

» Stronger view: seven categories of variation...




Categories of Variation

» Nouns - singular, dual, plural or gender variation:
P OSe plade/ (Sl plala
pooAclid e Jiy Yy /Aclad gie JT Y

» Verbs - past, present or imperative:
b Jsill Al o) JEand Jsdll alay ) B

» I'rab - Changes in case endings or syntactic construction:
bl Gl 53/ Sl A )

» Addition/Omission - of a letter or particle:
b Bt () se sluy /8 ke I e

» Variation in Word Order - advancing or delaying words:
b VSl ) SIE 5 /) T8 o ) 5l

» Substitution - one letter replacing another:

» Dialectal - differences in pronunciation reflecting Arab dialfe,,,ct‘éﬂfﬁ

> @‘A\J; ?@j‘)mﬁ’ 3 slall




Seven Recitations

» ‘Uthman 4= 4l ) sent official mushafs to the major regions

» He sent with each one a qualified companion/reciter who taught
according to that copy

» By the fourth century, variation and weak transmission increased

» To prevent confusion, scholars restricted public teaching to well-
established, trustworthy imams

» Abu Bakr ibn Mujahid authored Kitab al-Sab‘ah

» selected seven leading reciters, one or more from each major region,
known for reliability and mastery

» lbn al-Jazari examined the transmissions and identified three
additional recitations that met the three pillars

» Most widespread:
» ‘Asim, especially via Hafs, across much of the Muslim world
» Nafi', especially via Warsh, in North and West Africa
» Abu ‘Amr in parts of Sudan, Somalia and West Africa
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Divine Guarantee of
Preservation

b Ogkadled d Blg LS W5 o )
“Indeed, We have sent down the Reminder, and indeed We will preserve

it” [9 _aall]
» Continuous tawatur

» Today, every qualified reciter holds an isnad tracing back to the
Messenger alu g adde &l La

» Science of Qira’at
» Authentic recitations were preserved through strict scholarly criteria

» Only readings with sound chains, agreement with Arabic and
conformity to the ‘Uthmanic script accepted

» Weak orirregular readings excluded
» Early manuscripts preserved across centuries

» Early manuscripts from the first Islamic century still exist






Conclusion

» The Qur’an is the revealed speech of Allah, sent down
gradually to the Messenger &3 through Jibril el ade

» Preserved through memorisation, writing and meticulous
verification during the Prophet’s & lifetime

» Formally compiled under Abd Bakr 4is 4l 52)
» Standardised under ‘Uthman 4is alil 52,

» The ‘Uthmanic script and the science of Qira’at ensured
authenticity across generations

» Through continuous tawatur and scholarly transmission, the
Qur’an remains today exactly as it was revealed




